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WHERE WE ARE

Legal correspondents for 
Coastal Georgia (Ports of  
Savannah and Brunswick)



SAVANNAH



SAVANNAH (CONT’D)



SAVANNAH (CONT’D)

Port of  Savannah (intermodal containers, breakbulk, 
liquid bulk, dry bulk)

• Fourth largest container port in the United States
• Largest single container terminal in the United States
• Numerous private, non-union terminals serving 

liquid bulk, dry bulk, breakbulk trades
• Expanding port – Ocean Terminal conversion, new 

berths on Hutchinson Island, planned private 
container terminal downriver of  the bridge



BRUNSWICK



M/V GOLDEN RAY



BRUNSWICK (CONT’D)

Port of  Brunswick – Busiest car port in the US



WHO WE ARE

HunterMaclean
• Founded in 1879
• Admiralty practice began in ~1900



HUNTERMACLEAN (CONT’D)

• AMAZON VENTURE Oil Spill (1986)
• SUN SAPPHIRE – vessel allision with LNG 

facility (2000)
• GOLDEN RAY – Ro/Ro vessel capsized near 

Brunswick (2019)
• ONE APUS – container stack collapse (2020)
• HOEGH XIAMEN – Ro/Ro vessel fire (2020)



TYPICAL MATTERS WE SEE MOST IN SAVANNAH

• Cargo damage & surveyor appointments
• USCG and Customs & Border Protection 

investigations
• Wake surge matters (property damage)
• Crew injury & repatriation
• Oil spill matters and related maritime criminal 

liability
• Collisions & allisions 
• Longshore personal injury & investigations



TYPICAL MATTERS WE HANDLE (CONT’D)

Longshore Personal Injury – recent developments
• Walking surfaces / manholes / falls from height

• Lighting, maintenance and contrasting paint issues 
are the most often litigated



TYPICAL MATTERS WE HANDLE (CONT’D)
Longshore Personal Injury – struck by falling cargo 
equipment (twistlocks, lashing bars, turnbuckles)



TYPICAL MATTERS WE HANDLE (CONT’D)

Longshore Personal Injury – Vessel Movement Theory
• Moored vessel is alleged to move laterally at dock during 

container cargo operations
• Movement of  the vessel in turn disrupts the lowering of  

the container into place
• Witnesses acknowledge that “ALL VESSELS MOVE”
• Note the amount of  what the plaintiff ’s bar contends is 

“too much movement” 



VESSEL MOVEMENT THEORY

IMAGE OF 
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CONTENT



VESSEL MOVEMENT THEORY (CONT’D)

IMAGE OF 
VIDEO 

CONTENT



GANGWAY IRREGULARITIES

The dreaded “toggle pin”



GANGWAY IRREGULARITIES (CONT’D)
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RO/RO VESSELS (PORT OF BRUNSWICK)
Longshore Personal Injury – 
Allegedly faulty lashing gear/
lashing chains 



Why These Personal Injury Cases Matter
• Average longshoreman in Savannah earns 

$150,000+ per year
• Most longshoremen have preexisting orthopedic 

conditions (spine, shoulders, knees)
• Georgia is a “judicial hellhole”
• Plaintiff ’s bar in Savannah has targeted longshore 

cases because of  the amount of  insurance
• Plaintiff ’s bar in Brunswick is not as robust, but 

they are learning



ADVICE ON AVOIDING COMMON PITFALLS

• Monitor for harmful admissions what goes into the 
internal reporting, Flag State reports, Classification 
Society reports, “Root Cause Analysis” on the incident

• Implement a comprehensive “Ship to Shore” checklist 
(inspection of  workspaces and equipment by shoreside 
stevedores)

• Involve counsel early to protect privilege and obtain local 
evidence (e.g. GPA Port Police video)

• Attending onboard provides valuable insight, in addition, it 
allows counsel to start investigating and monitoring (e.g., 
through social media) the longshoreman, sometimes before 
they see a plaintiff ’s attorney



RE: INVOLVING COUNSEL EARLY, EX. CANCUN 
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ADVICE ON AVOIDING COMMON PITFALLS (CONT’D)

• Ask Members to consider installing CCTV cameras 
on gangways and in internal cargo spaces (Ro/Ro)

• Do not use toggle pins on gangway handrails – 
they have been identified and targeted by 
opportunistic stevedores / longshoremen

• Masters should not just automatically defer to 
River Pilot or Docking Pilot

• Extra mooring lines (4/3) while berthed in 
Savannah



QUESTIONS?
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